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by Marion Kelch
A première is a special

occasion celebrating the
first screening of a film.
It brings to mind movie
stars and celebrities,
arriving in their limou-
sines and stepping out in
their finest gowns and
jewels.  Often the styles
of costumes pertain to the
theme of the movie being
premiered. For example,
those attending the pre-
miere of the film “Dr.
Zhivago” would wear
costumes in Russian
style.

Just next month
(Saturday, May 5) will be

the first time Provost has
ever held a film première
and certainly a Canadian
première. It is suggested
that the fashions could
represent the era when
Pete Friesen resided in
the Rosenheim district,
which was from 1925-
1934. 

Fashions of the 1920s

In the 1920s the newly
developed movie indus-
try influenced the fash-
ions of women with its
glitz and glamour and
many women wanted to
dress like movie stars.

The feeling of libera-
tion that characterized the
1920s, women having
won the right to vote in
some parts of the world,
affected fashions.

During the early ’20s
women’s waistlines
began to drop, first to just
below the natural waist-
line and then eventually
to the hips. The “shift”
dress was popular and
most dresses had com-
pletely straight bodices.
At first the hems were
long, and then gradually
rose to the knee by the
end of the decade.  Many
young ‘flappers’ were
anxious to show off their
knees, which was forbid-
den until this time. Some
rolled down their stock-
ings and put rouge on

their knees to draw atten-
tion to them.

Technically, the
Flapper fashion was from
1925 until 1928 but the
image of these vibrant
women in bobbed hair
and short skirts lives on
in the conscience of the
Roaring Twenties.

The popularity of the
Charleston required
shoes to be securely fash-
ioned and to have a low
heel.

Accessories included
long thin scarves or sash-
es tied around the hips
and worn to the side. A
long single strand of
faux-pearls was common.

Men’s fashions at the
early part of the 1920s
included the “Sacque”
suit, worn with colored
shirts, ties with small pat-
terns, and black bowler
hats.  Two-tone shoes
were very popular. Men’s
pants are a most interest-
ing aspect of fashion dur-
ing this era.  Knickers,
also known as knicker-
bockers, were seen in
casual wear. 

Mid-decade saw the
rise of the baggy pant
some as wide as 40 inch-
es around.

Jazz fashion also had a
period of popularity and
men’s jazz suits were
close fitting and tight
waisted with tight skinny
pants.

Fashions of the 1930s

The stock market
crash of 1929 and the fol-
lowing years of the Great
Depression and Dust
Bowl certainly impacted
the fashion world.  For
the majority of North
Americans the focus
turned away from new
clothing to that of reusing

and remaking the clothes
one already owned. On
the drought stricken
Prairies, many dresses
were creatively sewn
from flour sacks.  Some
people did not even have
shoes to wear.

For those  lucky few
who still had money, the
shape of the fashions for
both men and women
was long and sleek.
Muted and deep hues
were popular as were
abstract and geometric
prints.

For women, hemlines
dropped to the ankle and
waists returned to the nat-
ural waistline from the
dropped waist popular in
the Twenties. Necklines
dropped and were accen-
tuated with scallops or

ruffles.
Men’s suits were often

double-breasted and
trousers were long and
full.  Dark fabrics were
most common but there
were accents of herring-
bone or vertical stripes.

So what to wear to the
Provost première?

If you happen to own
or to find a vintage 20s or
30s outfit to wear that
would be great.

If not, don’t fuss.
Simply dress up like

you would for a special
occasion such as a gradu-
ation, church service, or
to attend a wedding.

Most important: Be
there to enjoy the film,
the food, and above all, to
meet former area resident
Pete Friesen.
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to the 

Canadian 

Première!  

The evening of May 5 could be one of
the most interesting social events of
the year in the area—and local

organizers Marion Kelch, Irene Johnstone,
Ruth and Rich Holmes think all 650 special
tickets (actual size: one foot tall as shown
here) may very well sell out before the event. 

Reserve your place now for this Canadian
Première in our community for only $25 from

any of the above, Louise Schug or
• The Provost News • All Jazz’d Up 

• Dick’s Studio • Larson’s Hardware.
~ 

More information at provostnews.ca
~ 

This message brought to you by
THE  PROVOST  NEWS

Serving your community since 1910

What to Wear to the Première?

~
. . . don’t fuss.

Simply dress up
like you would for
a special occasion

such as a 
graduation, church
service, or to attend

a wedding
~
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