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What Are All of Us Belonging to the Boomer
Generation Going to Do With All Our “Stuff”
When We Have to Downsize?
The Grandkids Laugh At It

Thinking Out Loud
with

Lucie
Trutnau

More questions I
don’t know the
answers to . . .
What’s the difference
between a doll and an
action figure? It may be a
hold-over from the gender-stereotyping of the
past, but dolls were
something girls played
with. If it was a baby
doll, then it was so little
Susie could be just like
mommy, practising for
the day when she had a
real baby to look after.
“Barbie” taught girls
how to be fashionable,
with clothes and accessories, all designed to
attract “Ken.” So what
did boys get? “GI Joe”
complete with weaponry
and
uniforms—an
“action” figure. What
would happen if Barbie
came in camouflage gear,
armed with a grenade
launcher— would she
still be a doll?
What exactly does the
government buy for my
tax contributions every
year? If we have to report
every penny of our
income, shouldn’t the
government also be
required to tell us what
they’re doing with all
that cash? I wouldn’t
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mind my money going to
filling potholes in the
Trans-Canada Highway
or upgrading the outhouses at government
campgrounds or hiring a
few more people to
answer phones at the tax
office, but I would object
quite strongly to paying
Justin Trudeau’s drycleaning bills or new
china in the MP’s dining
room.
What exactly is “pickleball?” I was reading my
favourite comic strip and
one of the characters
mentioned playing in a
pickleball league. Is it
played with an actual
pickle? If so, a dill or a
gherkin? Perhaps a pickled beet or onion? Maybe
even a pickled herring or
rollmops? Can anyone
enlighten me?
How long is “just a
second” or “just a
minute?” How often
have you heard that and
realized that time is
something that can’t be
defined. If you call someone and they tell you they
have to put you on hold
for a moment, I hope you
have a good book handy
and maybe a snack. One
person’s “soon” may be
another person’s “some-

time next Tuesday.” And,
apropos of waiting,
what’s the record length
of being “on hold” on the
phone?
What are all of us
belonging to the Boomer
generation going to do
with all our “stuff” when
we have to downsize?
For years we’ve filled up
our homes with the “latest” fashionable things,

Round-up
• Baby, Man and
Woman Taken From
Residence
RCMP report that
extensive investigation
continues into the events
leading up to a two vehicle collision which
occurred Nov. 6 at 9:47
in Nisku (see last week’s
paper). The incident
began at a residence in
Leduc County at approximately 9:30 a.m. when a
woman and a man along
with a 6-week-old baby
were taken from a residence and forced into a

which nobody now
wants. The kids don’t
want it, the grandkids
laugh at it, antique stores
say it’s not “old” enough,
even second-hand thrift
stores can’t sell it.
Whether it’s furniture or
ornaments, we can’t give
it away. I recently did a
cull of my china cabinet—but can’t think of
anyone who’d want a pile
vehicle. While the car
was being driven, the
man, who was in the
trunk escaped. Then the
woman escaped with the
baby. A passerby helped
and secured all three in
his truck. The suspect
vehicle rammed the rear of
the truck and ended up in a
ditch. RCMP arrested five
people at the site. Leduc
RCMP says five people
were arrested. Charges
were pending for kidnapping and resist arrest. The
three people forced into the
vehicle were not injured.
RCMP say that all parties
were known to each other.

of crystal or other bits
and pieces. Any takers?
Does anyone know
what Penny’s last name
is? My favourite show
(other than Coronation
Street) is “The Big Bang
Theory,” but in all the
years I’ve been watching
it I’ve never heard
Penny’s last name mentioned. Can anyone tell
me?

Why will this be my
last column for a while?
At least, I can answer this
one. I’ll be busy over the
next few months being
hauled back and forth to
have my eyes replaced so
I can see well enough to
read and write. So I’m
taking a little break, but
I’ll be back—take that as
a promise or a threat.
———————
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BlankeT alBeRTa & nWT Message
Just call the provost News 780-753-2564.
get your ad in over 121 newspapers across alberta and the nWT!
—payable in advance—
aucTIons

evenTs

2 DAY AUCTION! November 17
& 18. Friday Night Coin/Currency
at 6:15 p.m. Saturday Sports Collection at 11 a.m. Legion Hall,
1030 - 2 Ave., Wainwright, Alberta. 780-842-5666; www.scribnernet.com.

BLANKET THE PROVINCE
with a classified ad. Only $269
(based on 25 words or less). Reach
over 110 weekly newspapers. Call
NOW for details 1-800-282-6903
ext 228; www.awna.com.

BusIness
HIP OR KNEE Replacement?
Restrictions in walking/dressing?
$2,500 yearly tax credit. $40,000
lump sum cheque. Disability Tax
Credit. Expert Help. Lowest service fee nationwide. 1-844-4535372.

TRaInIng
MASSAGE CAREER - At Alberta
Institute of Massage we deliver
exceptional training, inspire
learning, and ignite passion for
knowledge! "AIM for Success!"
403-346-1018. Now enrolling for
January and March programs.

eMployMenT
ROADEX SERVICES requires
O/O 1 tons for our RV division to
haul RV's throughout North
America & 3 tons and semi O/O
and company drivers to haul RV's
& general freight. Border crossing
required with valid passport &
clean criminal record. 1-800-8676233; www.roadexservices.com.
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers
have work-at-home positions
available. Get online training you
need from an employer-trusted
program. Visit: CareerStep.ca/MT
or 1-855-768-3362 to start training
for your work-at-home career
today!
SEEKING A CAREER in the
Community Newspaper business?
Post your resume for FREE right
where the publishers are looking.
Visit: awna.com/for-job-seekers.

WANTED. Reporter/photographer
for weekly newspaper in Slave
Lake, Alberta. Must have own
camera and vehicle. Contact
lsleader@telusplanet.net. Attn: Joe
or phone Joe at 1-780-849-4380.

Feed & seed
DEALERS WANTED. Hannas
Seeds, A long time leader in Forage, Pasture, Native & Reclamation grasses are seeking Alberta
Dealers. Excellent compensation.
Contact Lance Walker 1-800-6611529. Email: lance.walker@hannasseeds.com.
HEATED CANOLA buying
Green, Heated or Springthrashed
Canola. Buying: oats, barley,
wheat & peas for feed. Buying
damaged or offgrade grain. "On
Farm Pickup" Westcan Feed &
Grain, 1-877-250-5252.

FoR sale
METAL ROOFING & SIDING.
37+ colours available at over 55
Distributors. 40 year warranty. 48
hour Express Service available at
select supporting Distributors.
Call 1-888-263-8254.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 Make money & save money with
your own bandmill. Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock ready to
ship. Free info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400
OT. 1-800-567-0404 ext: 400OT.
STEEL BUILDING SALE. "Fall
Clearance Sale on now!" 20x21
$5,990 front & back walls included. 25x25 $6,896 one end wall
included. 32x33 $8,199 no ends
included. Check out www.pioneersteel.ca for more prices. Pioneer
Steel 1-855-212-7036.
LOOKING FOR a shop? Post
Frame Buildings. AFAB Industries
has experience, expertise, reliability and great construction practices. For a free quote, contact
Ryan Smith 403-818-0797 or
email: ryan.afab@gmail.com.

HealTH
GET UP TO $50,000 from the
Government of Canada. Do you or
someone you know have any of
these conditions? ADHD, anxiety,
arthritis, asthma, cancer, COPD,
depression, diabetes, difficulty
walking, fibromyalgia, irritable
bowels, overweight, trouble
dressing and hundreds more. All
ages & medical conditions qualify. Call The Benefits Program 1800-211-3550.

DISCOUNT SENIORS Medical
Alarm - Monitored 24 hours, free
equipment. Just pay for the monitoring. Less than $1 per day. Call
toll free for more information 1888-865-5130 or www.LifeAssure.com.

Man. HoMes
CROSS COUNTRY HOMES,
Clearance Sale, 20 X 76 show
homes from mid $120,000's. Over
$20,000 in savings. Or design
your dream home. New show
homes now open. Visit us in
Acheson.
780-470-8000;
www.crosscountryhomes.com.

seRvIces
GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed? Need
money? We lend! If you own your
own home - you qualify. Pioneer
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420. www.pioneerwest.com.
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer employment/licensing loss?
Travel/business opportunities? Be
embarrassed? Think: Criminal
Pardon. US entry waiver. Record
purge. File destruction. Free consultation
1-800-347-2540;
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
The AWNA is currently seeking a Customer Service Representative for selling
advertising solutions to assigned customers and prospects within a designated
geographical area. In cooperation with the Advertising Director you will develop quotations, receive, process and verify the accuracy of orders and ad
material while adhering to deadlines.
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Strong organizational skills and attention to detail is essential for success.
Position Type: Entry level Schedule: Full-time, One year maternity leave
Job Location: Edmonton, For a complete list of responsibilities and qualifications please visit: http://awna.com/customer-service-rep

Please apply, with salary expectations,
by fax 780-430-5380
or email at info@awna.com.
No phone calls please. We thank all those who apply. Only
those selected for further consideration will be contacted

